
Dear Polly, 
I have been implementing the Mathematical Practices into my teaching and expectations for 
learning this year.  I have been working with my students on Math Practice #6 these past two 
weeks, which is all about students communicating precisely with each other.   My students are 
doing well with explaining their thinking and reasoning during Number Talk and using their 
math vocabulary. I am proud of them, but I still have some students who will say, “I don’t get 
it” and will go no further.  How do I help them become more proficient with their language and 
explanations 
Signed, 
Proud and Pushing 
Dear Proud and Pushing, 
As you know, Math Practice #6 “Attending to precision” means students try to 
communicate precisely to others. They learn to use clear definitions in discussions 
and in their own reasoning.  Students should communicate, whether speaking or 
writing, precisely, using clear definitions and math vocabulary along with 
explaining the meaning of symbols, and calculating accurately and efficiently. 
Students must label accurately when measuring and graphing and provide carefully 
formulated explanations.   
Just as we teach our students to ask questions of one another in a Number Talk, we 
need to teach and encourage our students to state what it is they need help with 
when solving problems or when they are in a discussion with other students.  One 
tool that may help you and your students is the Math Clarifying Bookmark, which I 
have attached to this email.   Rather than saying “I don’t get it,” students learn to 
use the sentence frames on this Bookmark to explain exactly what they do or do 
not understand and where their understanding falls apart.   This helps the student 
clarify their own thinking and begin to become “precise” in their thinking, 
calculations, and the language they speak when explaining their thoughts to others.  
You are well on your way with your expectations for precision in Number 
Talks.  Continue those expectations in your math lessons and Stations.   When we 
give students ideas for what to say and how to say it, such as using this Bookmark, 
they will become more precise in math. 
Sincerely, 
Polly 
 
<Math clarifying bookmark.pdf> 
 


